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- Thank you Chair.  

- Thank you Assistant High Commissioner and other Members of the Panel for your very 

useful presentations. 

- Argentina has decided to increase its commitment to the victims of the conflict in Syria, 

with a view to improving the situation of thousands of families who have been forced to 

leave their homes to escape violence. As a sign of a genuine interest in the protection of 

refugees, and being aware of the magnitude of forced displacement of people caused by the 

conflict in Syria, we wish to take a step forward by providing concrete solutions. 

- In this regard, in response to the appeal conducted by the international community to take 

concrete measures, I wish to announce that Argentina will join the program of resettlement 

of Syrian citizens in a number that still remains to be defined. Our intention is to offer 

resettlement to Syrian citizens who are in neighbouring countries to Syria, in a process to be 

applied gradually and to the extent that we succeed in getting financial from the 

international community. The expansion of the resettlement programme will be considered 

in relation to the degree of local integration of the groups resettled. 

- It is important to highlight that by incorporating resettlement, Argentina would have all 

the mechanisms for receiving refugees open, both in the field of migration and in the 

protection of refugees, namely: a summary procedure for the recognition of refugee status 

of Syrians who reach our country, the Syria Programme on humanitarian visas and finally 

the resettlement of refugees from Syrian neighbouring countries, which could be a group of 

families or, eventually, female-headed households with children. But we still need to get 

funding for their transport and local integration. 

- Our country is exploring the possibility of signing a letter of intent with donor countries. 

Cooperation with these countries would go from the exchange of experiences on 

integration, to security screening or financing, among others. 

- We would also like to emphasize that besides this resettlement programme we have also 

practiced international solidarity inside out. In that sense, we carried out a humanitarian 

mission to Lebanon that included the visit last May of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Argentina, Susana Malcorra, to the Jarrahyl Syrian refugee camp, in the region of Bekaa, in 

Lebanon, where a humanitarian mission of the White Helmets Commission has been 

deployed. 

- Finally, I would like to recall that in order to implement this resettlement of Syrian citizens 

we will need the close cooperation of UNHCR in all aspects related to the design and 

implementation of a resettlement program, possibly including the drafting and signing of a 



new memorandum of understanding, as was done in 2005 for the resettlement of 

Colombian families from Ecuador and Costa Rica. 

- In conclusion, Chair, let me note that this decision of our country responds to the 

obligation of the international community to abide by the principle of non-indifference. 

Therefore, we hope that other countries will join these resettlement initiatives within their 

means. 

Thank you very much. 


